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SO l'is. iy interwoven is the history¦f Ihe .Richmond Light InfantryBlues with the history of the citynu<) Stall that any ret rospeet or suarehof the records of the command bringsU' the mind the memories of nearlylivery event of public importance inthe Iii oi Richmond. The (siwes foitone hundred and twenty-rtwo yearshave hiimhered much that was best in!in. younger manhood of the villagethe ttiwni the metropolis of RichmondThe;.- havi been identlllcd with every]historic occasion, have been in thepublic sei vice Innumerable times, haveHcti d as escorts to hundreds of dls-Ungulshecl guests, and have foughtand paraded and danced and marchedtheir way Into a lirst place In theminds and hearts of the people.Most <.f the residents of Richmondwho^ ancestors have been here forfor as .'tin; a? two generations have
»<! some time or other been identifiedwith the Richmond Ulues. by member-riilp or by relationship, When the ctij.was young, inert of the uhlc-bodtcd
young men were, in ihe command, while
at no time in Its history has it lackedfor men to lill tin runks BCt out lor 11.

Replete WUIl lAents.
a history of the Itlctimond Light in¬fantry ßlucy would mi voluhios, amiwould I.'- .i work requiring an Im¬

mense amount of research". The com¬
mand lost most of Its records In thedisastrous armory hie of three yearsrigo, and while tri« earlier .writing!which Involve events in the life of the
command i> w?l much of its history,their diffusion would mean an Im¬
mense amount of work in compilationResides, Iheii Is so much that can la-written;
in l hose who love history (and who«iocb not?) the moil Interesting thingswTür.li . ould he said about the BluesWould be the recital of the events InWhich tin \- had a p.ill. and which re-

call lb the mind the earlier scent:-: ol
itiy. li.e- Slate and Ihe ropiiblh.31 It; the purpose of this article merelyio sketch these for ihe purpose justIndicated, anil not to attempt in any

reuse am thing approaching a historypi the famous commar.d
Beginnings in i7M».

It was in the year I7Vj that theti'ompany of ltlchniond Light Infantry
vac ran;e,l |,y Captain William Rich-
stdson, who remained its commr.ndcr

for twenty years. The original roll1
contained the names of sixty citizens<>"V ItlchmonUi recorded by ancientwriters as being "the most re-
spectacle" Which the little town atthe head Of tidewater on the .lamesthen boasted. The first uniform was
scarlet, trimmed with white, and wasin use until April. I7;C Then it wasabandoned, in cause ..f its resemblance
to Ihe ilrlllsh red coat, which madeit obnoxious to the citizens of the
new republic. So the .'blue coal,"trimmed with white, was adopted inIts stead, and Ihe Richmond Light In¬
fantry became the Richmond Light in-fantry nines.
At tue reorganiseHöh which tookplace at this ilme, Captain Richardson

w-ns re-elected commander. The ooill-
pan.- quickly grew to a membershipof eighty. As the officers received(their commission on May 10, followingthe election, Hint day was selected

I the anniversary.

The first public service rendered bjthe nines, of Which there Is definiterecord was in connection with whatIs known as ''Gabriel's Rebellion*'Gabriel was a fdave. nnd Is. said tohave organized an insurrection amongIii'ml» s of lib; nice on plantations, inllenrtco to the north of Richmond, HoyJames Monroe received Informationthat ihe uprising would lake place on
¦ August 30, 1S00. and the militia wasordered to be ready for service. With,in one hour after receipt of th,, notice,tin Hilles reported, and were inn lwith th.' duty of patrolling tin- city andits environs and guarding it!' publicbuildings,, in which the arms and am¬munition were kept and tin- fjtatJprisoners quartered. n is recorded. hat a heavy rain fell Juftl previous f>the uprising, which tip swelled Deceit'sQuartet Hiupili and Gillie's Ci'vch tlnilib.- negroes could not cross Int.. It ich-nionil. Tin- whole count rysble became!aroused, and got under arm.--, seeingI which, the negroes abandoned fitoiiI designs. The principals wen nrri tedand executed.

Monthly parades wen had for' someyears after this event, and regulardrills were pursued.
Passed llrnolotloiis,Th'- Dines .hext lioeame, aroused atthe attack made on the United Stalesfrigate Chesapeake by the Lntl3h

x.-gro llebrllion,

shlps-of-war Leonard on June ... iso..
They assembled at the Bell Tavern on
June 29, and passed resolutions ex¬
pressing their indignation at the high¬handed conduct ot the Britisher, of¬
fering their services to the United
stales government to nid in redressingtheir wrongs, and pledged their lives
and their fortunes Iii support of such
measures as the government might
adopt for ihe purpose of obtaining sat¬
isfaction.
These resolutions were forwarded to

Thontas Jefferson, President ol the
United States, who acknowledged their
recept in a letter to Captain Klchard-;)
son, highly complimentary to the pa¬
triotism of the Blues, and promisingto remember their offer Should thoit
sCrvtces bo required In vindicating thl
country's rights.

It seems that the Mines actually
went to the country's defense at that
time, for having later tendered tneir
Kcrvlcc lb the state, the Governor sent
them frbhi Kiohmontl with General
.Matthews« brigade, leaving on Juty 7.
1M'7. The march Wils to Portsmouth,
Va. a distance of ISO miles by road,Where they ar.rived on the evening piJuly 12. with few of the necessaries ol
life, il was found that the 'force ul-
ready on the scene was ample to repel'any attack from the British squadron,ind thi Blues were scni home, return¬
ing on July My lh» pay roll then
ma Ii .. it, il appears that there weretrie veil olli > rti and elghly-lhrec prl-

I'lrsl < iiimnnndrr lile>.
.\i''r .i faithful service of twenty

yeurs, Captain Itlchardson dle.i on JuneII,, 1809 Ills company buried him with
military honors.
Not iiilli jate in tin: War of 1812 did

. '¦. Blues mt into active service, hav¬ing iMioii mustered in on Augllst S3,(Sil, wloii it was reported that lie
British Heel would ascend York Itiver'ond attack liirhmond. The command
went to Wnrronlgli Church. Findingifoil tin- deep did not eome up the
river, the Mines came home.
Various social and political events

signalized .the history r.f the iiommand,according to records composed of dip-
ling.- from the Blchmono papers ot
thai era, how In possession of Captaini ii. McDowell, of company a. a
perusal of this volume makcu one is-

gret that tho scrap-book fashion has
gone out.
Upon tho invitation of the command¬

ers of militia companies In Norfolk
and Portsmouth, the Mines went to
thos.- towns mi October no, 1S20. to
witness the launching of the Dela-
ware,

Washington's birthday in i*"i was1
celebrated with a ball at tin: Union
Hotel, which is described as one of tho
most magnificent affairs ever witnessed
in th- city. There are Said to have
been 2,500 of tne gentler sex present.
The Norfolk ami Portsmouth com-

pantos returned tin- c:iil of the Blues
on July I. 1821, when they dined at
Buchanan Spring, near this city. At
this time, say the records, there were
ion muskets in tin- blues' line.

Kympnthlxril With <;ierk».
Ii It most Interesting to note theji|.. :, concern f<;t by thb Hlaes for the

Greeks who suffered in the events of
late in 1823 a meeting of the com-
pany was held at the Hell Tavern on
January 15. 1821, when the Blues them-
selves contributed liberally to help
th- Greeks and adopted suitable roso-M
lutions. I
One of the principal vents of this

period of lb- Blues' history waft the
reception given to General I,-., fay et la
npoh his visit to tin- United States.
The command went by boat to York-
town, where on October iv. iS2;i, »
grand review and parade tool; place.
Tin- return was then made to itlch¬
mond, .nid the marquis was received

.re "i» his ,arrlyS| at. Rockelts, and
escorted to bis quarters ;.t the Kagls
Hotel Tin- next tiny Bafayctle visited
the Ulli" Hull. Hie Uapltol Square and

[other pl.i.-es. ami was addressed under
la Gothic arch in Ihe square i.y ChiefI Justice .'ohn Marshall. lie was es-ieorted out <>r tho city upon hi- de¬
parture on November '-' by ihe.yblun-I leers, who tired a salute of thirteen

J guns.
Itrporled Insnrreellorii*.

Negro Insurrections were much talk-
otl of in 1820, the country becoming
very much mlarmed- The Blues pa-

j troled Hie city on August I. :i and
I The next scar there was the "Nat
[Turner Insurrection" in Southampton
county, and the Blues volunteered, but
were required to protect this city. The
company again offered IIa services to

I the Governor .In 1831, when there were
j irmors of uu Insurrection in the Cuca-i

terflcld coal mines, which proved un¬
founded.

In honor of the French Revolution
.in«i of the abdication of Charles X.
the nines paraded on September 11,
issft. They paraded on January 12,'
831, und received a handsome flag
from Mrs. Sherard. On July 4, 1833
they visited Petersburg by invitation
A Fourth of July celebration in Nor¬
folk In lH3t> was also visited. On Iblf
latter occasion the command received
such courtesies from Captain Hendcr-
'son, Of the sttaiucr Thomas Jefferson,
that it presented him with a sllvei
e up.
On ail occasions when distinguished

men visited Richmond the ulues were
called upon to add to the honors of
the- dav. Thus, on July '.'C, lS:tiS. they
turned out .to receive President Marlin
Van Düren, and escorted him to the
Powhntan lions.. The clippings >.( the
Richmond papers of these days arc
numerous with accounts of all sorts
of social affairs in Which the Ulues
took part, especially of visits paid to
and returned t>y militia companies in
othtr towns of Virginia.

Military Toasl.
These events arc loo numerous to be

chronicled, bul it Is worthy of note
that on a visit to FrCdcrlcktfburg on
October is. 1839, Captain George VV.
Munford proposed the following toast,I which seems to have made a deep Im-
presslon: "At the final review of all
souls, may each man he read) to cn-
ec.ute the order, 'tin right into line,
guide right.' "

Henry Clay addressed the Ulues ..t
Military IJ nil on February 2-'. 1810.
<)ii Jlllj 7. 1813, Ihe I' lederl, Kshurg
Ullles tried to steal a mar.'h and take
peaceful possession of Itlchnion.l, but
Id.- Itiii»? got next and art*OSted Ihn
bunch at' the First Market, escorting
the visitors to Church Hill. Another
celebration of ihe battle of Vorklowii
was had in 1847. During ihe Mexican
War the only part taken by Ihe Miner
wan parades to escort going and re¬
turning nflieers. A procession was
had on March 21.'ISIS, as a mark of
respect upon the death of former
President John Qulr.cy Adams.
Another funeral in which the Mlues

took pnrt was that of former Presi¬
dent James K. Polk, on October so.
1849. The/ turned out on November

13 of the saun- year to receive Major-
General Winfleld Scott.

Corner-Stone l.ald.
President Kachary Taylor and rx-

Prcsident .lohn Tyler came to itlch¬
mond on February !1> 1'850, lo be prcs-
ent at the laying on ih<. following day
of llio corner-stone of tho Washing¬
ton Monument in Capitol Square. Tho
Blues received them.
They turned out on April 22 of thai'year to rccelyo the body of .lohn C

Calhoun.
Bess than five months from ihe day

When the Blues honored 1'resil-nl
Taylor, they were called to Washing¬
ton lo perform the sad duty of inarch¬
ing in his funeral process Ion. 'The dc-
tachtncnl consisted of thirty-three
men. l*ess than one year later. Tils
tiUCCCSHOr, President Millard Plllmore,
cumo to Itlchmond and was Kl^-n a re-
ceptlou in which Hie Bluoa took part.
Time after time military commands

tmni otln-r towns and cities In Vir¬
ginia wer- received nnd entertained.
the list being too long for publication.
it Is worthy of note, however, that n
domonslration of considerable Biso at-
tended tho Visit of the Wa liiillgton
Grays, of Philadelphia, oh February 21,
1864. in February, 1855, the Blues
made a trip North, bolng royally en¬
tertained In Washington, Baltimore
and Philadelphia.

Indicating' the fooling in which the
command was hclv. in 1S.1V. the Bich.
mond Dispatch commented: "The BlUCS
nre now in ii prosperous condition,
their captain is deservedly popular.
their number Is steadily increasing,

jand we have very Utile doubt that in
Iless than twelve months tvo shall see
I It us powerful in numbers, and tie per-
feel in discipline, ns any other volun-
leer corps In Ihe I'nlon, At lenst. we

hope this may be the case, for all who
know the Bluos reverence the name, foi
the myriads of pleasant recollections
collected With its past history."

Imposing Affair.
I Possibly the inosl Imposing cele-
bration in which the Richmond LightI Infantry nines took part in this city
ivna llini uttendani upon the dcdlca-

I tlon of Ihe Washington Monument III
the Capitol Square. This occurred oh
February 22, is.">s, eight yearn after
the laying of the corner-stone, already
referred to. and on the one hundred
and twenty-sixth anniversary of tlie
birth of General George Washington.
It la no part of the purpose of an
article or this sort to give a detailed
account of the ceremonies, which were
participated In by Governor .lohn B.
I'loyJ, Lloutcnant-Gcncral "Winfleld

Scott Bward Everett) Governor Holly, 01
Connecticut ;Y General Perslfcr >¦".
Smith, p. M. G. Brown, Robert M. T.
Hunter, John R. Thompson and James
Harron Hupf. The Hiucs were out jii

Hi" parade, and at the monument, fifty
strong, then under command of Captain
William 11. Fry. Their armory, ac¬
cording to the Express of the ne.vt
day. watt then located In the uppei
stories "f the i.aw Building on Bank
Street. It was headquarters for visit¬
ing military men. and in mentioning
the interior arrangements it Is not
omitted to nay that "the mammoth
bowl which has so often overflowed
with juleps at Buchanan's Spring, was
suitably honored with an elevated po¬
sition, and formed a very prominent
feature."

Stirring Days of War.
Scores In the Blue:;' history now

approach Ho- limes of the War Be-
IWOCn '.he State:', hut a comprehensive
history of those tunes, even confined
to the pail played by the Richmond
command, could properly Bc the sub-
Jcct of an entire volume. To a corh-
pilatlon of facts one collected by John
A. Cutchins, now ii'."i lieutenant of
Company D, llio public Is Indebted for
a chronological history of the peri ~>d.

While engaged in drill at the armory
on October IT, 1850, an'order was re¬
ceived by the Blues from Governor
Henry A. Wise, directing them to as¬
semble the next morning Cor the pur-
posc of going to Harper's Ferrf fot
duty in connection with the. John
Brown raid. They accordingly assem¬
bled at ."¦ o'clock the following morn¬
ing ami entrained at 6:30, together
with other volunteer companies. On
arrival at Wushington they found that
their order.: had been countermanded,
ami returned home. <>ne month later,
in view of rumors an to the safely
ef the prisoners captured In the raid.
Hie Btuca wer,.- held under anna for
two days and then sent lo Harper':!
Ferry with th: Howitzers, the other
military, with Governor Wise, pro¬
ceeding to Charles Town, to guard the
prisoners. The Blues, after three days,
were removed lo Martinsburg, whero
Ihey ;o rformed sentinel and pati o]
duties for two or three weeks. On l>e-.
comber .*. they embarked for Rich¬
mond, and were enthusiastically re¬
ceived here.

Command Nearly W iped Out,
When the war began in"'l,S61, ihn

Rlues were ready for service. They
responded lo Ihe call at the false alarm
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